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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

‘Local Chefs Celebrate | -‘
Loved Ones with
Holiday Traditions

By RacaELie CaNo,
SPEGIAL TO THE INDEPENDENT
Long after our parents and grandpar-
ents have left us, our family traditions
the memories that uphold them—are

priceless. o 3
During this time of year, we reminisce
about the recipes that unite us in collec-

Chef Leo Bongarra of Saline at Ho-
tel Joaquin in North Laguna reflects
on his diverse food experience grow-
ing up in Buenos Aires, Argentina:

1was born and raised in Buenos Aires,
Argentina by my Ukrainian mother

My grandmother, -
Esperanza (Madia) Sivak, was a profes-
sional chef with a long list of traditional
the Old World.

Throughout my childhood, on
every Christmas and New Year's Eve,
grandmother made this simple, but -
aqlmteﬂummﬂl.mmdduhmlhd,
“Vz Ay” This delicate, hand
]m]f—moonsbapedputasﬁiledwtﬁ:
ricotta, onions and potatoes. She would
top it with crispy, savory lardons (chunks
y of slab bacon) and a dab
of sour cream. The
taste was pure
heaven. This

Chef Leo’s Ukrainian grandi

has to be one of my favorite meals of

| all time! In memory of my mother and

grandmother who are no longer with us,
Tlovingly recreate this dish at Christmas
and on New Year's Eve,

lme&omahugeﬁmﬂymdgam
ings were often held on Sundays with 20
or more people at our home, so leftovers
never lasted more than a day. No matter -
of course our response shouted out in
unison was always, “Varenyky!” I love to
makeﬂaemﬁ:rmy&mﬂymdhopeyou
will enjoy them, too.

Chef-Proprietor Craig Strong of -
Ocean at Main carries on his family
tradition of building homemade, edible
gingerbread houses: ¥

One of my favorite holiday memories
is of my mother making gingerbread
home from school and she would have a
gingerbread house baked and ready for
each of us to decorate, with candy and
decorations laid out on the table. She

| and my dad also decorated a house. The

next day, we would bring our colorful,
decorated houses to schooland give -
them to each of our teachers as gifts.

My parents’ gingerbread house stayed at
home with us until New Year’s Eve, when
we would break it open. I began this
tradition last year with my own daughter
and included our friends’ children, too. It
‘was s0 much fun having all the kids over
decorating the gingerbread houses in our
home. It truly brought me right back to

to love during the hotidays is from my
wifes side of the family. I cannot wait to
indulge in the wonderful homemade ta-

made a R

shaped pasta filled with ricotta, onions and potatoes.

Chef-Progrietor Cralg Strong of Ocean at Main camies on holiday traditions with his davghter, Scarett

miales prepared by my mother-in-law at
Christmas. She uses a delicious chicken
mole inside, which is a combination of
chili peppers and chocolate, balanced just
right. And, they're a bit thinner than the
traditional tamales, so on the lighter side.
I can never get enough of them! I love
blending my wife’s and my own fam-
lly’sbohdxymdmnmmgaherformr
ighter, Scarlet, to experi
Chef Amar Santana oﬂﬁcaand

Broadway by Amar Santana cherishes

-ﬂmm:quemnmnfgmwmgw)mhn

whmﬂwﬁmﬂymnd;mmuldben

tasty. We would patiently roast it outside
as a family and sometimes 2 commu-
nity. I treasure those times. During the
holidays, we would party and celebrate
the whole month of December.
Remembering Christmas in my
country inspired me to bring those
flavors to Orange County, and last week
at Vaca I prepared my family’s traditional
spit-roasted pig recipe, and our guests
devoured it. Preparing and cooking a
whole pig can sound like sach a chal-
lenge, but I've been told that when I was
little boy of only 6 years of age, I was
already cooking pasta with tomato paste
and butter. All my life T just wanted more
when it came to food, so I reached out.
Learning my family’s recipes at a very
‘young age was something that I was
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A Christmas ‘Beauty’ at

the Playhouse

South Coast Rep has its “Christmas.
Carol” and Seperstrom Center has its
‘chracbxr,"butlagxm}’hyhm:sehu

tion and broad humor, both of which are

abundant during the Laguna Playhouse
staging of “Beauty and the Beast: A
Christmas Rose,” which runs through
Dec.30.

Wiritten by Kris Lythgoe and directed -
by Sheldon Epps, “Beauty and the Beast:

a modern version of the dassic fairytale
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